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Taking that literally, you 
really need to seek out 
medical assistance. 
Figuratively speaking, 
here is some help and 
advice on writing and 
getting published. 

I’m Nicky and I’m an author. Two and 
half years ago I was unpublished and 
dreaming of being a successful writer. 

The only problem was that I kept 
making the same mistakes and losing 
motivation. To fix the latter I looked 
around for a writers’ group, but couldn’t 
find one in my area that would meet in 
the evenings (essential as most writers, 
published or not, still need to retain 
employment). So, I decided to make  
my own, and Creative Minds Writing 
was born. 

It started small with only a few 
members, but soon grew into a solid 
group of writers in just about every 
imaginable genre, all of whom I’m now 
proud to call my friends. Having these 

people in my life spurred me on. We 
learnt from one another and motivated 
each other to keep writing. To be 
honest, one of the biggest mistakes 
wannabe writers make is that they 
don’t actually write anything! Joining 
a group and catching that excitement 
from others is crucial to start writing, 
and to keep you writing.

Before the group I’d talk to my family 
and friends about my wild ideas 
and intricate storylines and although 
supportive, they weren’t writers so 
their eyes would slowly glaze over. 
Being able to talk to fellow writers 
makes all the difference. I got my first 
real taste of it when, in 2011, I worked 
on the 48 Hour Book Project with 
Northamptonshire Libraries. There were 
12 writers in one room frantically plotting 
and writing a whole book in just 48 
hours. Having like-minded people to 

bounce ideas off, and chat to, was  
up-lifting and motivating – I learnt a lot 
in those 48 hours.

publisher Call-outs
One of the most confusing things about 
being a writer, is the amount of advice 

and information there is out there. 
Everyone has a golden nugget they 
want to pass along – however, not all of 
it will apply to you and of course even 
make sense to your personal ambitions. 
So I want to make this really easy for 
you… Start looking at publisher call-outs.

Publisher call-outs are just that, 
publishers seeking specific stories 
and novels for their stable, or a 
certain anthology. The trick to them 
is to thoroughly read through all their 
requirements and give them what 
they want. Don’t send them a Western 
Thriller if they’ve asked for a Paranormal 
Romance – unless of course you’ve 
done some serious genre mashing up 
with a werewolf rustler falling in love 
with the new vampire sherif f who’s in 
the middle of solving a serial killer case 
– hang on, that almost writes itself!

Have you 
got a book in you?

     one of the biggest 
mistakes wannabe 
writers make is that 
they don’t actually write 
anything! 

the Fighting pride of Corby
Not only is Simon Barclay a two time 

Amateur Boxing Association of England 
(ABAE) champion at two different weight 

divisions, he is also a two time Corby 
Sportsperson of the Year.

Barclay was delighted at the award when we spoke to him in 
April. “I felt like I had done a lot to warrant the award. It was a big 

year for me so to get the recognition of the town was brilliant.”

The 23 year old, from Corby ABC gym, has been busy picking 
himself up from a controversial defeat to South Durham’s Declan 

Fusco, in the Quarter Finals of the ABAE’s in March.

The talented boxer took time out after the fight, and weighed up 
his options after seeing his British hopes dashed. 

It’s not the first time Barclay has found himself on the brink of 
British selection. “I had a trial in Sheffield, but the only reason I 

didn’t get in was because I had a problem with my back.

“If things don’t turn out in the next few months I’ll have to look at 
going pro, I know I can make the step up.” He added.

There is no doubt that the next few fights will shape Simon’s 
career, and hopefully Britain will be able to see the fighting pride 

of Corby dazzle in Rio de Janeiro. 

If you’re interested in following in Simon’s 
footsteps, contact John Mulheron on  

07967 646016 or email Corby.ABC@live.com

top tipS For 
budding AuthorS
Nurture the writer in you

• Like any good thing in life, writing takes time  
 and effort – there really is no such thing as ‘an  
 overnight sensation’ in this career

•  Remember to read as much as you write

• Learn the basics of grammar and the English  
 language

• Seek out publisher call-outs and give them  
 want they are asking for

• Above all – keep motivated! 

Remember when sending your 
manuscript to check...

1. You’re sending the right manuscript to the right  
 editor/ contact.

2. You’ve formatted it to exactly the publisher’s  
 guidelines. That includes right spellings and  
 terminology for the right country. And you’re  
 sending it in the right format – RTF, DOCX, etc.

3. You’ve included all relevant information about  
 you in your covering email – contact info,   
 previous publishing credits, links to your   
 websites, etc. Also anything the publishers  
 have asked for: e.g. summary, one line   
 promotional blurb…

4.  The work you’re sending has been checked for  
 any glaring errors and it’s the best work you’ve  
 ever done!

About nicky

She is a published author and 
has written short stories for 
nearly 40 horror and paranormal 
romance anthologies. Her 
first novel ‘Bad Blood’ will be 
released in May through the 

publishers, Noble & Young.

nickypeacockauthor.wordpress.com  

Creative Minds

Creative Minds Writing is free to attend. We meet 
every second Thursday at 7pm in Corby. 
For further information contact Nicky on 
mail@creativemindswriting.co.uk or visit 
www.creativemindswriting.co.uk 
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